Down to 
the wire 


The Thunder 
lost in the last 
second Friday 

night, losing to 
the Bucks, 97-95. 
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SoonerCare cuts avoided, 
but future still uncertain 


BY MEG WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
mwingerter@oklahoman.com 


Health care providers who 
had braced for a planned rate 
cut on Monday got a last- 
minute reprieve Friday after- 


BUSY 
LITTLE 


noon when the state Medicaid 
agency voted not to implement 
the cutbacks, at least for now. 
The board of the Oklahoma 
Health Care Authority oversees 
SoonerCare, the state Medicaid 
program, and cuts would have 
hit most of the 46,477 health 


care providers who see patients 
covered by the program. 

As of November, 807,810 
Oklahomans were enrolled in 
SoonerCare. 

Gov. Mary Fallin signed a bill 
Dec. 22 that provides $17.7 mil- 
lion to fund the authority until 


See 


May 1, meaning cuts are still 
possible in the last two months 
of the budget year. Fallin has 
said she will call lawmakers 
back in January to come up 
with a final funding deal. 

The cuts, which the board 
had voted on in early Decem- 


Kylen Gregg takes a turn at the microphone as kids take part in a mock spelling bee this month at South Lake Elementary 
School in Oklahoma City. [PHOTOS BY STEVE SISNEY, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


Students vie to compete in larger spelling contests 


BY TIM WILLERT 
Staff Writer 
twillert@oklahoman.com 


ONLINE 


Bobby Battle, a jailhouse law- 
yer whose 1972 lawsuit led to 
desegregation 


Fourth-grader Kylen Gregg didn’t 
expect to be able to outspell his class- 
mates at South Lake Elementary School 
in the Moore district. 

Kylen, 10, plays basketball, football 
and soccer and roots for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. A die-hard fan, he has the 
team’s logo shaved into the side of his 
head. 

But there he was, nailing every word 
teacher Kara Finch threw his way during 
arecent mock spelling bee to prepare stu- 
dents for local and regional competitions 
that could propel them to the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee. 


and landmark 


died this week at the age of 80. 
“Bobby is an unsung hero. He 
had the guts to stand up and do the 
right thing,” said Stephen Jones, 
the lead attorney on the lawsuit. 
In 1970, Battle watched as a 
275-pound officer pulled a small 


Go to Oklahoman.com to 
watch a video about students 
preparing for upcoming spelling bees. 


Transporting. Plantation. Roundabout. 
Exterior. 

Kylen spelled those words and oth- 
ers correctly and turned out to be the 
last kid standing. He outperformed class 
champions Kora Kidd and Zy Micue, who 
previously earned a spot in next month’s 
school competition. 

“I don’t think I’m a good speller,” he 


SEE SPELLING, 2A 


Bobby Battle, prison reformer, dies at 80 


BY JUSTIN WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
jwingerter@oklahoman.com 


ing, kicked him and struck him 
with a tear gas gun. After filing 
a complaint with the warden at 
Oklahoma State Penitentiary that 
May, he was sent to a subbase- 
ment known as the “dungeon.” 


Chloe Anderson takes a turn at 
the microphone as kids partici- 
pate in a mock spelling bee this 
month at South Lake Elemen- 
tary School in Oklahoma City. 


ber, would have reduced nursing 
facilities’ rates by 1 percent, and 
cut another form of reimburse- 
ment for care to patients covered 
by both Medicaid and Medicare. 
Most other medical providers 


SEE CUTS, 2A 
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Oklahoma quarterback Baker 
Mayfield waits for practice to 
start Friday at StubHub Center in 
Carson, Calif. Mayfield has missed 
some team functions this week 
while recovering from an illness. 
[PHOTO BY NATE BILLINGS, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


Mayfield 
practices, 
but illness 
lingers 


BY BROOKE PRYOR 
Staff Writer 
bpryor@Oklahoman.com 


CARSON, CALIF. — Helmet in 
hand, Baker Mayfield took a 
swig of his blue Gatorade on a 
practice field at the StubHub 
Center under the hot midafter- 
noon California sun. 

Dozens of Oklahoma players 
were on the fields for the Soon- 
ers’ open practice, but every 
eye and camera was trained on 
the Heisman-winning quar- 
terback as he made a couple 
throws during the 15 minutes of 
media access Friday afternoon. 

Mayfield’s playing status 
has never really been in doubt 
for Monday’s Rose Bowl (4:10 
p.m., ESPN), but his repeated 
absence at team functions and 
media availability has infused 
the week with questions about 
the quarterback’s effectiveness 
following a flu-like sickness. 

When Mayfield missed a 
scheduled appearance at the 
Disneyland opening news con- 
ference Wednesday, coach 
Lincoln Riley simply told 
reporters Mayfield was sick, 
but he’d be fine. 

“He’s sick,” Riley said 
Wednesday. “He’s going to 


reforms in Oklahoma prisons, inmate out of a disciplinary hear- SEE BATTLE, 2A Bobby Battle SEE MAYFIELD, 3A 
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